
VALIDATION WORKSHOP ON
MEDIA LAW AND ETHICS
MODULE DEVELOPMENT

November 2022
Debre Markos, Ethiopia

Summary of Deliberation on the First Draft
Media Law and Ethics Course Guidebook

MERSA MEDIA INSTITUTE



Apprising the draft course guide by providing critical review and refinement of the
course guide before its finalization and subsequent adoption.
Identifying the challenges the university educators face while delivering media law
and ethics courses and receiving feedback on what they wish to be covered by the
course guide. 
Getting feedback and inputs from practitioners in the field, i.e. university educators
and students, from their perspectives. 

In November 2022, Debre Markos University hosted 75 university educators and
students to discuss the first draft Media Law and Ethics course guidebook prepared for
Ethiopian university educators. Divided into four chapters, the course guide is designed
by media and law experts to complement the process of curricula harmonization in
media education in Ethiopia. The module also aims to serve as a model teaching
guide for media law and ethics courses in colleges and universities. It is also
developed to produce active and well-informed professionals who are morally and
legally competent.

Organized by Mersa Media Institute, the validation workshop brought together the
university lecturers and students to collect participants' input that can be
incorporated into the final module. The half-day engaging and effective validation
workshop was attended by students and lecturers from Debre Markos University’s
School of Journalism and Communication, Law School, College of Social Sciences and
Humanities and College of Business and Economics departments.

The validation workshop has been organized in the context of developing the course
guide that embraces the theoretical and practical aspects of media law and ethics,
along with comprehensive reading materials and local court cases, as an example.
The workshop was held with the presence of experts who have been involved in the
course module development.

The purpose of the workshop was:

This report summarizes the major feedback forwarded during the workshop,
suggestions and recommendations that will allow the developers of the course guide
to enrich the content and greatly improve the quality of the 16-week module. 

ABOUT THE REPORT



The guidebook is designed for the three-credit Media Law and Ethics course for
undergraduate students in Journalism and Communication schools. The module is
prepared with Ethiopia’s media context in mind and aims at equipping students with
the basic legal and ethical safeguards to perform their jobs within the acceptable
local and international legal and ethical boundaries.  

The overarching goal of the course is to help create a media law abiding, responsible
and ethical media practitioner and promote healthy public discourses on
controversial national issues in Ethiopia. 

The module aims at enabling students in higher learning institutions in Ethiopia
understand the interpretation of freedom of expression; develop the skills to interpret
press freedom and regulation; recognize duties and responsibilities attached to legal
and moral guidelines; and build their knowledge and skill to identify basic concepts
and principles of media law and ethics relevant to Ethiopian media. It also targets to
develop the students’ moral reasoning skills so that they can examine, analyze and
resolve ethical dilemmas in the media.

This practical media law and ethics course guidebook centered active student
participation, presentation, lecture and project work as teaching methodology. It is
designed inconsideration of active learning methods, which include small group
discussions, individual assignments and classroom presentations and interactive
lecture. 

The module also incorporated a wide range of case examples for discussion and
analysis, and eventually requires each student to develop a framework for making
ethical decisions in their work. A number of books and other reading materials have
been recommended for a good understanding of the course.

ABOUT MEDIA LAW AND
ETHICS COURSE GUIDEBOOK



DELIBERATION ON THE 
DRAFT COURSE GUIDE 

Abdissa Zerai (PhD), assistant professor at the School of Journalism and
Communication under Addis Ababa University, and Solomon Goshu, media and law
expert, took the participants through the contents of the draft course guide, which
embraces the theoretical and practical aspects of media law and ethics. They
discussed  the teaching methods to be employed and the course objective, which
aimed at building journalism school students' knowledge on practical media law and
ethical codes. 

Abdissa presented and explained the contents that covered by the two chapters:
Introduction to Media Ethics and Ethical and Legal Regulations of the Media. He
presented the scope the two chapters cover, the course designs logic and the
teaching methodology. In his presentation he discussed the first chapter that covers
ethics and ethical standards, media ethics and principles, ethical dilemmas, issues
and concerns in the media and media loyalty. He also talked through the module's
part prepared to teach ethical and legal regulations of the media sector with its
subsections media self-regulation, legal regulation of the media and co-regulatory
and application mechanisms. 



Solomon went into Ethiopia's media law and media regulation practices. Right to
freedom of expression and access to information; policy and legal frameworks for
regulatory mechanisms; media ownership and registration; content regulation and
access to information; and anti-hate speech parts of the draft module were explained
by Solomon. 

The presentations were followed by a plenary session, where participants raised
different questions, forwarded suggestions and comments to enrich the module’s
content and quality. 



COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS
FROM THE PARTICIPANTS 

Participants suggested the course to be jointly delivered by educators from
journalism department and law school lecturers. As the course is multidisciplinary
and touches other areas such as law, ethics, and social values, the course should
be delivered by a pool of educators or else by educators who have a combined
background of the aforementioned field of studies. 

Participants strongly recommended the consolidation of practical teaching
materials into the course guidebook. They have mentioned lack of practical
teaching materials as the major challenge they are facing in delivering media
courses. 

Having a section that will introduce the students with the basic features and
concepts of Ethiopia’s law along with laws legislation process was suggested by
the participants. The participants suggested it is advantageous if the students
know the major laws and legal framework in the country to protect themselves
against tyranny and make sure that they are practicing journalism lawfully at all
times. 

Participants also suggested the incorporation of ethical theories into the course
guide to provide the students with a clear, unified account of what ethical
obligations are.


